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By George Larpfner Jr. 

WMhln*ton Post Staff wrtUr 

IdS W ^ I f lwi “ Agency director 
uihil^ He ?** Congress yesterday to restore 

what he called a spirit of “collaboration” with the 
^ intelli ? ence community instead of trying to 
pin it down with elaborate controls. ^ ^ 

teJ 6 ^ 1112 before the Intelligence Commit- 

wekS S h v U ^ eS i ed th3t ^ he ^ had be ^ *erio“s y 
weakened by congressional and executive branch in 

vestigations of its misdeeds. Now, be charged it 
hemorrhaging” with continuing leaks oMtfseJete 
intooks, in newspapers and elsewhere. ’ 

“If It continues,, this country is going to be at a 
serious disadvantage,” Helms warned. “The Russian, 
are putting things into Diace Thiri, . £7 ? 

our intelligence can'fpos^Wy'bX'go^^d whl" 
r* W ®, c ^ n . ,t have enough of it To coin a phrase weW 
certainly fiddling wide Rome burns” P ’ Were 

SSWl’l*.? 1 " - *' cuTStS 

rest of the mtelligence community, but none of th<> 

C it^H tte€ members Present spent any time defending 
it and some were openly critical. ng 

s f n < ; Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y) charts 

we at ar^mSin^ e jf retense reorganizing the OA, 
we are making it impossible to do what it * 

Moyniiian defined as maintaining 
a Policy of being aggressively anti-Soviet ” S 
Other committee members made clear that fh»n 

ake of the 1975-78 congressional and executive 
branch investigations of wfongdoing on the o^t of 
***£• the ™ “ d other U.S. inteUigfnce^ 

For his part. Helms protested that he had been a 
victim of those investigations. Now the head of a 
newly organized consulting firm allied with Iranian 
interests, the former CU dlrector ^ 
and given a two-year suspended sentence last Nov 
fae ? lea i , f d no rontest in fede^i court £ 
^““j 8 of faain g t0 lestUy fully and awuratelv 
before the Senate Foreign Relafions Commit * 

. H ® lr ? s ’ m effect, asked the Intelligence Committee 
sure nothing like that could ever happen 
the s7na y t« m ^ m i?' ^ o£ficiaIs accountable only to 
counted. lDtemgCnCe C0nunltte8 “ d its HoC 

as it did in February and March of 1973 
See HELMS, AJ2t, CoL 1 
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Helms Warns Hill 

. 

Against Excessive 

’ - 1 A 4* JX' 

Restraints on CIA 



HELMS, From A1 

“After what happened to me le- 
gally,” Helms told the committee, it 
became quite dear that no CIA offi- 
cial called before a Senate committee 
to give sworn testimony could expect 
to do so “without taking his pants 
down.” 

Helms was also vehemently critical 
of the presidential commission headed 
by former vice president Rockefeller 
that investigated CIA domestic mis- 
deeds. In one such case he said he had 
been unjustly criticized by the com- 
mission for investigating newspaper 
columnist Jack Anderson in an at- 
tempt to determine the source of An- 
derson’s leaks, particularly about the 
India-Pakistan war. 

“It was an absolute hemorrhage in 
terms of intelligence Information,’* 
Helms said, defending his decision to 
investigate the col umnis t under his 
obligation to protect the CIA's 
“sources and methods.” 

Helms asked the committee either 
to give the CIA director the clear au- 
thority to conduct investigations or to 
give someone else the Job of protect- 
ing “sources and methods.” Helms 
said the CIA had never been particu- 
larly successful in asking the FBI to 
do so, at least not in his tenure as 
CIA director from 1968 to 1973. 

"Mr. Hoover had no stomach for ft” 
Helms said of the late FBI director. 
“He wasn’t interested. Therefore he 
wouldn't do it” 

. At one point in the hearing, Com- 
mittee Chairman Birch Bayh (D-Ind.) 
said that there had been efforts in the 
past on the CIA’s part “to not let Con- 
gress have the information or make 
Congress believe something was hap- 
pening a little different than it actu- 
ally is.” 

Helms denied this flatly, calling it 



an “illusion . . . part of the mythology 
of Washington.” 

“I don’t know of any director, at 
least during my time, who fiddle-fad- 
dled with the Congress,” Helms in- 
sisted. When a member of the House 
or Senate got a CIA briefing, Helms 
said, “he got the martini straight up— 
not on the rocks.” 

Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.) said 
he was convinced that “a sizable part 
of the Congress” is “opposed to intel- 
ligence” along with significant seg- 
ments of the media. 

“You have only to read any daily 
paper of the East Coast or the West 
Coast to make that sad discovery,’* 
Goldwater said. “There’s more leaks 
here than there are in the men’s room 
at Anheuser-Busch.” He said he in- 
tended to sponsor legislation 
“directed at the misuse of information 
gathered through intelligence 
sources.” ^ 

Helms suggested that the Senators 
also consider exempting the intelli- 
gence agencies from “the endless in- 
cursions and inquiries” of the Free- 
dom of Information Act, which he 
charged has had a “devastating” ef- 
fect 

Moynihan expressed his concern 
about the “massive” spying by the 
KGB (the Soviet Union’s Committee 
for State Security) on Americans and 
the lack of public indignation over 
that for which Moynihan blamed 
American liberals. He predicted a 
bleak day of reckoning. 

“God, we will have a lot to explain ” 
Moynihan exclaimed. “It will not be a 
happy occasion ... I fear of the con- 
sequences for American liberalism.” 
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